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Introduction

Conventional solvent based air dry traffic paints are applied to road surfaces at approximately 15 mils wet film thickness.
Subsequent evaporation of the solvents result in a dried paint film of about 7 mils thickness. The durability of a 7 mil paint film is
limited because of the constant abrasion of traffic. The useful life of the best solvent based traffic paints under the heavy traffic of
metropolitan freeways is in the order of 8-12 months. Its life is mostly dependent upon its dry film thickness, other factors being
equal.

The "dry to no pick-up" time by traffic of satisfactory solvent based paints at 77*F applied in the thickness specified above, is
required by California specifications to be in the range of 15-18 minutes. It is not presently possible to apply ordinary traffic paints
containing solvents in greater than the 15 mil wet film thickness and still obtain quick drying and durability.

In order to obtain thicker films, it is necessary to apply non-solvent based materials. This report describes the field results
observed on two such materials, both of which are about 3/32-inch in thickness. They are:

1. A beaded white plastic tape having a pressure sensitive adhesive on the side placed in contact with the road. This is rolled
into place at prevailing air temperatures.

2. A thermoplastic white material extruded upon the roadway at a temperature of 400-450*F.
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