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“Improved Tools for Local and Regional Integrated Land Use/Transportation 'Scenario' Planning in California”




Objective:  The goal of this effort is to improve and update planning tools used in regional and local-level coordinated land use/transportation planning in California to: facilitate public participation processes, assist agency staff develop and assess "scenarios," and provide decision-makers and the public improved and more accurate feedback regarding the benefits and impacts of plans.

Total cost:  $1.152 million (Caltrans’ State Planning &Research funds, FYs 08/09 and 09/10)
Why?  Planning tools that are currently used by regional and local agencies in California – specifically, 

I-PLACE3S, UC Davis’ UPLAN, and smart-growth travel model post-processors - are needed for regional Blueprint plans as well as in local General and specific community planning. However, currently, these tools lack adequate data to allow them to be used outside of the Sacramento and San Diego areas.  It is therefore very important to improve and expand these tools so that regional and local agencies throughout California will be able to use them in planning processes to comply with State and Federal planning law - including SB 375, SAFETEA-LU and others. An improved set of planning tools will help: enhance public participation processes; facilitate consideration of environmental, economic, and social effects; and provide important feedback to stakeholders regarding the relative benefits and impacts of various options and “scenarios” being considered.

Products:  1) User-friendly improvements to three planning tools* used in California: UPLAN, 

I-PLACE3S, and a smart-growth post-processor for use with travel demand models.  This project will provide: 1) Updated tools with regionally specific smart-growth analysis capabilities for regional and local planning; 2) documentation describing the data and analyses processes used in the tools; 3) a clear and understandable Users’ guide, and; 4) training and technical support for California practitioners regarding the application of the tools. (*note: these planning tools are not travel demand models.)

Outcomes:  This project will develop and provide more accurate and robust planning tools than are currently available that major metropolitan, mid-size, and smaller MPOs and RTPAs - as well as cities and counties - throughout California, will be able to use to increase the effectiveness and accuracy of integrated land use-transportation planning processes. These improved tools will contribute to more effective and informed regional and local planning than is currently possible, leading to integrated land use/transportation plans that optimize efficient and effective land use and transportation systems that have fewer impacts and greater benefits for regions, localities, and the entire state.

Who benefits?  Transportation and land use stakeholders, regional planning agencies, counties, cities, transit agencies, air quality districts, environmental groups, elected officials, and the public. This project supports Caltrans programs and policies, such as: Context Sensitive Solutions, Smart Mobility Framework, Complete Streets, Regional Blueprint/Transportation planning, Community Planning, Local Development-Intergovernmental Review (LD-IGR), Mass Transportation, Environmental, and others.

Who will implement this project?  SACOG modeling staff (led by Gordon Garry and Bruce Griesenbeck), with SACOG’s subcontractors Fehr & Peers (Jerry Walters) and UC Davis ICE.

For more information about this project, please contact Caltrans’ project manager, Terry Parker, Senior Transportation Planner, HQ Division of Transportation Planning, Office of Community Planning. Email: terry.parker@dot.ca.gov   Phone: 916-654-5547.

