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Sent via electronic mail--no hard copy to follow 
 

March 4, 2015 
CIWQS Place No. 811135 
Regulatory Measure No. 398985 
 

  
 
California Department of Transportation 
Attn: Cyrus Vafai 
Cyrus_Vafai@dot.ca.gov 
111 Grand Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94612-3717 
 
Subject:  Water Quality Certification for the Marin 101 Barrier Upgrade Project in the 

Cities of Larkspur, San Rafael, and Sausalito in Marin County.  
 
Department Project No.: EA 04-4G460 
 
Dear Mr. Vafai: 
 
We have reviewed and hereby issue water quality certification (Certification) to the California 
Department of Transportation (Department) for the Marin 101 Barrier Upgrade Project (Project). 
The Department has applied for Nationwide Permit 3 for Maintenance Activities from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act (33 U.S.C. § 
403). As such, the Department has applied to the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (Water Board) for a Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification that 
the Project will not violate State water quality standards. 
 
Project:  The following Project description was derived from application materials received by 
Water Board staff on December 1, 2014, and supplemental information received via email on 
February 4 and February 13, 2015. Water Board staff deemed the application complete on 
December 29, 2014. The Water Board received payment of the full fee for the Project on 
December 16, 2014. 
 
The Department proposes to replace existing bridge railings in six locations along Highway 101 
in Marin County. The existing bridge railings do not meet modern safety standards and will be 
replaced by new railings that provide enhanced ability to prevent errant vehicles from leaving 
the bridge structure.  
 
Bridge railings will be replaced on the following six bridges on Highway 101: 
 

• Corte Madera Creek (southbound on-ramp) in Larkspur – post mile 8.47 
• Corte Madera Creek (northbound off-ramp) in Larkspur – post mile 8.47 
• Corte Madera Creek (northbound mainline) in Larkspur – post mile 8.47 
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• North Fork of Gallinas Creek (mainline) in San Rafael – post mile 13.99 
• Spencer Avenue overcrossing in Sausalito – post mile 1.52 
• Monte Mar Drive undercrossing in Sausalito – post mile 1.68 

 
Replacement of the railings on the Highway 101 Bridge over the North Fork of Gallinas Creek 
will be the only activities that will result in impacts to jurisdictional waters or wetlands. Project 
activities that will occur at the bridge will include: 
 

• Installation of temporary bridge railings, 
• Removal of the existing bridge railings, and portions of the asphalt concrete roadway 

overlay surrounding the railings, 
• Removal of sediment from the creek channel to give sufficient vertical clearance on the 

underside of the bridge to allow construction personnel access to build formwork, 
• Installation of rebar into holes drilled in the existing bridge, 
• Construction of formwork, 
• Pouring of concrete into the formwork around the new rebar to create a new concrete 

barrier slab, 
• Installation of new bridge railings on the cured concrete barrier slab, 
• Overlay of asphalt concrete to fill the gap between the new concrete barrier slab and the 

existing roadway, 
• Replacement of guardrail along both ends of the bridge. 

 
Impacts:  Project implementation would temporarily impact approximately 0.011 acres (10 
linear feet) of the North Fork of Gallinas Creek. Temporary impacts would occur due to 
sediment removal from the creek bottom and foot traffic from construction personnel needed to 
construct formwork connected to the existing bridge. 
 
Avoidance and Minimization:  The Department has avoided and minimized impacts to 
jurisdictional waters by only proposing access the channel and performing work in the creek 
when conditions are dry, only allowing foot traffic within the creek, and allowing the contractor to 
only use hand tools within the creek, including for the purpose of sediment removal from the 
creek channel.  
 
Mitigation:  To mitigate for temporary impacts to the North Fork of Gallinas Creek, the 
Department shall restore all impacted areas to pre-project or improved conditions. Restoration 
shall include replacing the sediment removed from the creek bottom once worker access is no 
longer needed under the bridge.     
 
CEQA Compliance:  On September 13, 2013, the Department found the project was 
categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to 14 CCR § 15303, new construction or conversion 
of small structures.  
 
Certification:  I hereby issue an order certifying that any discharge from the referenced project 
will comply with the applicable provisions of sections 301 (Effluent Limitations), 302 (Water 
Quality Related Effluent Limitations), 303 (Water Quality Standards and Implementation Plans), 
306 (National Standards of Performance), and 307 (Toxic and Pretreatment Effluent Standards) 
of the Clean Water Act, and with other applicable requirements of State law.  This discharge is 
also regulated under State Water Resources Control Board Order No. 2003-0017-DWQ, 
“General Waste Discharge Requirements for Dredge and Fill Discharges That Have Received 
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State Water Quality Certification” which requires compliance with all conditions of this Water 
Quality Certification. The following conditions are associated with this certification:  

 
1. The Department shall adhere to the Standard conditions imposed by Nationwide Permit 

No. 3 issued to the Department by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Streambed 
Alteration Agreement issued to the Department by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, and the Biological Opinions issued to the Department by the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service;  

 
2. The Project shall be constructed in conformance with the Project Description described in 

this Certification and Certification application materials. Any change in the Project that 
could impact State waters may require compensatory mitigation and shall first be reported 
to and found acceptable by the Water Board Executive Officer; 

 
3. Access to and work within the North Fork of Gallinas Creek may not occur if there is 

standing or flowing water in the channel. If a temporary creek diversion is necessary to 
allow for work to take place in dry conditions, a temporary creek diversion plan must be 
submitted to Water Board staff for acceptance 30 days prior to the start of construction. 

 
4. Sediment removed from the North Fork of Gallinas Creek shall be stockpiled and replaced 

when construction access to the underside of the bridge from the creek channel is no 
longer necessary. Appropriate erosion control BMPs shall be utilized so that stockpiled 
material is not transported by rain or wind. 

 
5. No equipment shall be operated in areas of flowing or standing water;  no fueling, cleaning 

or maintenance of vehicles or equipment shall take place within jurisdictional waters or 
within any areas where an accidental discharge to jurisdictional waters may occur;  

 
6. Except as expressly allowed in this Certification, the discharge, or creation of the potential 

for discharge, to waters of the State of any construction wastes and/or soil materials 
including cement, fresh concrete, or washings thereof, silts, clay, sand, oil or petroleum 
products and other organic materials to waters of the State is prohibited;   
 

7. The Department shall not use or allow the use of erosion control products that contain 
synthetic materials within waters of the State at any time. The Department shall request 
approval from Water Board staff if an exception from this requirement is needed at a 
specific location. In upland and riparian areas, the Department shall prioritize the use of 
wildlife-friendly biodegradable (not photo-degradable) erosion control products. The 
Department shall not use or allow the use of erosion control products that contain synthetic 
netting for permanent erosion control (i.e. erosion control materials to be left in place for 
two years or after the completion date of the Project).  

 
If the Department finds that erosion control netting or products have entrapped or harmed 
wildlife, personnel shall remove the netting or product and replace it with wildlife-friendly 
biodegradable products;  

 
8. Except for the replacement of sediment removed from the channel of the North Fork of 

Gallinas Creek to create vertical clearance for construction activities, the discharge of 
sediment to waters of the State, or to areas where sediment may discharge to waters of 
the State, is prohibited. The Department shall implement all appropriate sediment and 
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erosion control construction best management practices, including management of 
excavated materials during the excavation, transport, and stockpiling process; 

 
9. This certification does not allow for the take, or incidental take, of any special status 

species.  The Department shall use the appropriate protocols, as approved by the 
California Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to ensure 
that Project activities do not impact the Beneficial Use of the Preservation of Rare and 
Endangered Species;   
 

10. The Department shall maintain a copy of this water quality certification at the Project site 
so as to be available at all times to site operating personnel.  It is the responsibility of the 
Department to assure that all personnel (employees, contractors, and subcontractors) are 
adequately informed and trained regarding the conditions of this certification; 

 
11. This certification action is subject to modification or revocation upon administrative or 

judicial review, including review and amendment pursuant to Section 13330 of the 
California Water Code (CWC) and Section 3867 of Title 23 of the California Code of 
Regulations(23 CCR); 

 
12. This certification action does not apply to any discharge from any activity involving a 

hydroelectric facility requiring a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license or 
an amendment to a FERC license, unless the pertinent certification application was filed 
pursuant to California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 23, Subsection 3855(b) and that 
application specifically identified that a FERC license or amendment to a FERC license for 
a hydroelectric facility was being sought; and, 

 
13. Certification is conditioned upon total payment of the full fee required in State regulations 

(23 CCR Section 3833).  Water Board staff received full payment of $1,200 on December 
16, 2014. 

 
We anticipate your cooperation in implementing these conditions.  However, please be advised 
that any violation of water quality certification conditions is a violation of State law and subject to 
administrative civil liability pursuant to California Water Code (CWC) section 13350.  Failure to 
respond, inadequate response, late response, or failure to meet any condition of this 
certification may subject you to civil liability imposed by the Water Board to a maximum of 
$5,000 per day per violation or $10 for each gallon of waste discharged in violation of this 
certification.   
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We anticipate no further action on this request.  Should new information come to our attention 
that indicates a water quality problem with this project, the Water Board may issue Waste 
Discharge Requirements pursuant to 23 CCR Section 3857.   
 
If you have any question, please contact Derek Beauduy at (510) 622-2348 or via e-mail to 
derek.beauduy@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       for Bruce H. Wolfe 
       Executive Officer 
 
 
 

cc (via e-mail):  Mr. Bill Orme SWRCB-DWQ Mr. Ryan Olah, USFWS 
 Mr. Jason Brush, USEPA Mr. Hardeep Takhar, Caltrans 
 Ms. Jane Hicks, USACE Mr. Dale Bowyer, Water Board 
 Ms. Melissa Escaron, CDFW 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR.. Governor
CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director

March 20, 2015

Joy Lee
California Department of Transportation
111 Grand Ave.
Oakland, CA 94623

Subject: Final Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement
Notification No. 1600-2014-0384-R3
Route 101 Gallinas Creek Bridge Rails

Dear Ms. Lee,

Enclosed is the final Streambed Alteration Agreement (“Agreement”) for the Caltrans
(“Project”). Before the Department may issue an Agreement, it must comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”). In this case, the Department, acting as
a responsible agency, determined your project is exempt from CEQA and filed a notice
of exemption (“NOE”) on March 20, 2015.

Under CEQA, filing a NOE starts a 35-day period within which a party may challenge
the filing agency’s approval of the project. You may begin your project before the 35-day
period expires if you have obtained all necessary local, state, and federal permits or
other authorizations. However, if you elect to do so, it will be at your own risk.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Ms. Melissa Escaron,
Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), at (925) 786-3045 or
Melissa.escaron@wildlife.ca.qov .

Sincerely,

Craig Weightman
Environmental Program Manager
Bay Delta Region

cc: frances.malamud-roam@dot.ca.qov
Lieutenant Jones
Warden Thiem

Conserving CaCifornia’s WiCdCife Since 1870
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STREAMBED ALTERATION AGREEMENT
NOTIFICATION NO. 1600-2014-0384-R3
GALLINAS CREEK

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

This Streambed Alteration Agreement (Agreement) is entered into between the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and the California Department of
Transportation (Permittee), as represented by Mr. Flardeep Takhar.

RECITALS

WFIEREAS, pursuant to Fish and Game Code (FGC) section 1602, Permittee notified
CDFW on December 9, 2013 that Permittee intends to complete the project described
herein.

WFIEREAS, pursuant to FGC section 1603, CDFW has determined that the project
could substantially adversely affect existing fish or wildlife resources and has included
measures in the Agreement necessary to protect those resources.

WFIEREAS, Permittee has reviewed the Agreement and accepts its terms and
conditions, including the measures to protect fish and wildlife resources.

NOW TFIEREFORE, Permittee agrees to complete the project in accordance with the
Agreement

PROJECT LOCATION

This Project is located Marin County on Interstate 101, Post Mile 13.99, at the Gallinas
Creek Bridge.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This Agreement authorizes access and construction within Gallinas Creek to upgrade
the bridge railing to the current safety standards. To create foot access for installation
of formwork, a temporary access pad will be placed within the bed of Gallinas Creek.
To accommodate the access pad approximately 240 cubic yards of accumulated
sediment may need to be removed using hand tools.

Ver. 02/16/2010
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PROJECT IMPACTS

Existing fish or wildlife resources the project could substantially adversely affect include:

• Riparian habitat
• Aquatic invertebrates
• Migratory bird nesting and habitat

The adverse effects the project could have on the fish or wildlife resources identified
above include:

• Temporary loss of riparian habitat
• Disruption of nesting activities
• Water quality degradation
• Short-term release of contaminants

Approximately .012 acre of concrete lined bed and bank will be temporarily disturbed.

MEASURES TO PROTECT FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES

1. Administrative Measures

Permittee shall meet each administrative requirement described below.

1.1 Documentation at Project Site. Permittee shall make the Agreement,
any extensions and amendments to the Agreement, and all related
notification materials and California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) documents, readily available at the project site at all times
and shall be presented to CDFW personnel, or personnel from
another state, federal, or local agency upon request.

1.2 Providing Agreement to Persons at Project Site. Permittee shall
provide copies of the Agreement and any extensions and
amendments to the Agreement to all persons who will be working on
the project at the project site on behalf of Permittee, including but not
limited to contractors, subcontractors, inspectors, and monitors.

1.3 Notification of Conflicting Provisions. Permittee shall notify CDFW if
Permittee determines or learns that a provision in the Agreement
might conflict with a provision imposed on the project by another
local, state, or federal agency. In that event, CDFW shall contact
Permittee to resolve any conflict.
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1.4 Project Site Entry. Permittee agrees that CDFW personnel may
enter the project site, at any time to verify compliance with the
Agreement.

2. Avoidance and Minimization Measures

To avoid or minimize adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources identified above,
Permittee shall implement each measure listed below.

2.1 All work within riparian zones shall occur between June 15 and October 15.

2.2 All work within Gallinas Channel will be accomplished using hand tools.

2.3 At least 30-days prior to commencing Project activities covered by this
Agreement, the Permittee shall submit to CDFW, for review and approval, the
qualifications for a number of biologists (Qualified Biologist) that shall oversee
the implementation of the conditions in this Agreement. At a minimum, the
Qualified Biologists shall have a combination of academic training and
professional experience in biological sciences and related resource
management activities. The Qualified Biologists shall communicate to the
Resident Engineer when any activity is not in compliance with this Agreement
and the Resident Engineer shall immediately stop the activity that is not in
compliance with this Agreement.

2.4 The Qualified Biologist shall conduct a pre-construction survey immediately
prior to initiation of work within Gallinas Creek to ensure that no unanticipated
special status species are present. If unanticipated special status species are
encountered, the Qualified Biologist shall communicate to the Resident that
proceeding with work would violate this Agreement, and the Resident Engineer
shall immediately stop the activity until a written approval to resume work is
received from CDFW.

2.5 Prior to the start of construction Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) shall
be clearly delineated using high-visibility orange fencing to protect sensitive
habitats. The ESA fencing will remain in place throughout the duration of the
Project. The final Project plans will depict all locations where ESA fencing will
be installed and how it will be installed. The bid solicitation package special
provisions will clearly describe acceptable fencing material and prohibited
construction-related activities, vehicle operation, material and equipment
storage, and other surface-disturbing activities within ESAs. ESA fencing shall
be erected as directed by a Qualified Biologist.

2.6 If Project activities will occur between February 15 and September 1, a
Qualified Biologist shall conduct pre-construction surveys for nesting birds no
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more than one week prior to construction. Surveys shall consist of multiple
days of observations. If nests are found the Qualified Biologist shall establish an
appropriate buffer to be in compliance with Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)
and Fish and Game Code 3503. The Qualified Biologist shall perform at least
two hours of pre-construction monitoring of the nest to characterize “typical” bird
behavior. The Qualified Biologist shall monitor the nesting birds and shall
increase the buffer if the Qualified Biologist determines the birds are showing
signs of unusual or distressed behavior by Project activities. Atypical nesting
behaviors which may cause reproductive harm include, but are not limited to,
defensive flights/vocalizations directed towards Project personnel, standing up
from a brooding position, and flying away from the nest. The Qualified Biologist
shall have authority, through the Resident Engineer, to order the cessation of all
Project activities if the nesting birds exhibit atypical behavior which may cause
reproductive failure (nest abandonment and loss of eggs and/or young) until an
appropriate buffer is established. To prevent encroachment, the established
buffer(s) shall be clearly marked by high visibility material. The established
buffer(s) shall remain in effect until the young have fledged or the nest has been
abandoned as confirmed by the Qualified Biologist. Any sign of nest
abandonment shall be reported to CDFW within 48 hours.

2.7 Permittee shall conduct work defined in the above Project Description, and
within the Project area, during periods of dry weather. The Project area is
defined as the bed, bank, channel, and associated wetland habitat. The
Permittee shall monitor forecasted precipitation. When % inch or more of
precipitation is forecasted to occur, the Permittee shall stop work before
precipitation commences. No Project activities may be started if its associated
erosion control measures cannot be completed prior to the onset of
precipitation. After any storm event, the Permittee shall inspect all sites
currently under construction and all sites scheduled to begin construction within
the next 72 hours for erosion and sediment problems and take corrective action
as needed. Seventy-two hour weather forecasts from National Weather Service
shall be consulted and work shall not start back up until runoff ceases and there
is less than a 30% forecast for precipitation for the following 24-hour period.

2.8 Permittee shall utilize erosion control measures throughout all phases of
operation where sediment runoff from exposed slopes threatens to enter
waterways. At no time shall silt laden runoff be allowed to enter the stream or
directed to where it may enter the stream. Erosion control installations shall be
monitored for effectiveness and shall be repaired or replaced as recommended
by a Qualified Biologist or Water Quality Monitor to the Resident Engineer. As
needed to prevent sediment transport, Permittee shall deploy soil stabilizer
such as hydroseeding, netting, erosion control mats, mulch, fiber rolls, silt
fences, check dams, and flow velocity dissipation devices. Permittee shall
stabilize and equip construction site entrances and exits with tire washing
capability. Materials containing monofilament or plastic shall not be used.
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Erosion and sediment control measures shall be installed prior to unseasonable
rain storms.

2.9 Staging and storage areas for equipment, materials, fuels, lubricants and
solvents, shall be located outside of the creek channel and banks. Stationary
equipment such as motors, pumps, generators, compressors and welders,
located within or adjacent to the creek shall be positioned over drip pans. Any
equipment or vehicles driven and/or operated within or adjacent to the stream
must be checked and maintained daily, to prevent leaks of materials that if
introduced to water could be deleterious to aquatic life.

2.10 Refueling of mobile construction equipment and vehicles shall not occur within
50 feet of any water body, or anywhere that spilled fuel could drain to a water
body. Refueling of stationary equipment requiring breakdown and setup to
move will remain in place. All equipment shall be refueled with appropriate drip
pans, absorbent pads, and water quality Best Management Practices.
Equipment and vehicles operating in the Project site shall be checked and
maintained daily to prevent leaks of fuels, lubricants, or other liquids.

2.11 Permittee shall comply with all applicable state and federal laws, including the
California and Federal Endangered Species Act. This Agreement does not
authorize the take of any state or federally endangered listed species. Liability
for any take or incidental take of such species remains the responsibility of the
Permittee for the duration of the Project. Any unauthorized take of listed
species may result in prosecution and nullification of the Agreement. This
Agreement does not authorize the capture or relocation of Fully Protected
Species.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Any communication that Permittee or CDFW submits to the other shall be in writing and
any communication or documentation shall be delivered to the address below by U.S.
mail, fax, or email, or to such other address as Permittee or CDFW specifies by written
notice to the other.

To Permittee:

California Department of Transportation
Joy Lee
111 Grand Ave
Oakland, Ca
Joy.lee@dot.ca.gov
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To CDFW:

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Bay Delta Region
7329 Silverado Trail
Napa, California 94558
Attn: Lake and Streambed Alteration Program -Melissa Escaron
Notification #1600-2014-0384-R3
Fax (707) 944-5553
Melissa.escaron@wildlife.ca.gov

LIABILITY

Permittee shall be solely liable for any violations of the Agreement, whether committed
by Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee, including its officers,
employees, representatives, agents or contractors and subcontractors, to complete the
project or any activity related to it that the Agreement authorizes.

This Agreement does not constitute CDFW’s endorsement of, or require Permittee to
proceed with the project. The decision to proceed with the project is Permittee’s alone.

SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION

CDFW may suspend or revoke in its entirety the Agreement if it determines that
Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee, including its officers, employees,
representatives, agents, or contractors and subcontractors, is not in compliance with the
Agreement.

Before CDFW suspends or revokes the Agreement, it shall provide Permittee written
notice by certified or registered mail that it intends to suspend or revoke. The notice
shall state the reason(s) for the proposed suspension or revocation, provide Permittee
an opportunity to correct any deficiency before CDFW suspends or revokes the
Agreement, and include instructions to Permittee, if necessary, including but not limited
to a directive to immediately cease the specific activity or activities that caused CDFW
to issue the notice.

ENFORCEMENT

Nothing in the Agreement precludes CDFW from pursuing an enforcement action
against Permittee instead of, or in addition to, suspending or revoking the Agreement.

Nothing in the Agreement limits or otherwise affects CDFW's enforcement authority or
that of its enforcement personnel.

OTHER LEGAL OBLIGATIONS
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This Agreement does not relieve Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee,
including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, from obtaining any other permits or authorizations that might be
required under other federal, state, or local laws or regulations before beginning the
project or an activity related to it.

This Agreement does not relieve Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee,
including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, from complying with other applicable statutes in the FGC including, but
not limited to, FGC sections 2050 etseq. (threatened and endangered species), 3503
(bird nests and eggs), 3503.5 (birds of prey), 5650 (water pollution), 5652 (refuse
disposal into water), 5901 (fish passage), 5937 (sufficient water for fish), and 5948
(obstruction of stream).

Nothing in the Agreement authorizes Permittee or any person acting on behalf of
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, to trespass.

AMENDMENT

CDFW may amend the Agreement at any time during its term if CDFW determines the
amendment is necessary to protect an existing fish or wildlife resource.

Permittee may amend the Agreement at any time during its term, provided the
amendment is mutually agreed to in writing by CDFW and Permittee. To request an
amendment, Permittee shall submit to CDFW a completed CDFW “Request to Amend
Lake or Streambed Alteration” form and include with the completed form payment of the
corresponding amendment fee identified in CDFW’s current fee schedule (see Cal.
Code Regs., tit. 14, §699.5).

TRANSFER AND ASSIGNMENT

This Agreement may not be transferred or assigned to another entity, and any purported
transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall not be valid or effective,
unless the transfer or assignment is requested by Permittee in writing, as specified
below, and thereafter CDFW approves the transfer or assignment in writing.

The transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall constitute a minor
amendment, and therefore to request a transfer or assignment, Permittee shall submit
to CDFW a completed CDFW “Request to Amend Lake or Streambed Alteration” form
and include with the completed form payment of the minor amendment fee identified in
CDFW’s current fee schedule (see Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5).

EXTENSIONS
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In accordance with FGC section 1605(b), Permittee may request one extension of the
Agreement, provided the request is made prior to the expiration of the Agreement’s
term. To request an extension, Permittee shall submit to CDFW a completed CDFW
“Request to Extend Lake or Streambed Alteration” form and include with the completed
form payment of the extension fee identified in CDFW’s current fee schedule (see Cal.
Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). CDFW shall process the extension request in accordance
with FGC 1605(b) through (e).

If Permittee fails to submit a request to extend the Agreement prior to its expiration,
Permittee must submit a new notification and notification fee before beginning or
continuing the project the Agreement covers (Fish & G. Code, § 1605, subd. (f)). .

EFFECTIVE DATE

The Agreement becomes effective on the date of CDFW’s signature, which shall be: 1)
after Permittee’s signature; 2) after CDFW complies with all applicable requirements
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and 3) after payment of the
applicable FGC section 711.4 filing fee listed at
http://www.wildlife.ca.qov/habcon/ceqa/ceqa changes.html.

TERM

This Agreement shall expire on December 31, 2019 unless it is terminated or extended
before then. All provisions in the Agreement shall remain in force throughout its term.
Permittee shall remain responsible for implementing any provisions specified herein to
protect fish and wildlife resources after the Agreement expires or is terminated, as FGC
section 1605(a)(2) requires.

AUTHORITY

If the person signing the Agreement (signatory) is doing so as a representative of
Permittee, the signatory hereby acknowledges that he or she is doing so on Permittee’s
behalf and represents and warrants that he or she has the authority to legally bind
Permittee to the provisions herein.

AUTHORIZATION

This Agreement authorizes only the project described herein. If Permittee begins or
completes a project different from the project the Agreement authorizes, Permittee may
be subject to civil or criminal prosecution for failing to notify CDFW in accordance with
FGC section 1602.

CONCURRENCE
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The undersigned accepts and agrees to comply with all provisions contained herein.

FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

r$\n 'b/nl 0.013

ProjecrManager
Date

FOR DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

q
Craig J. Weightman
Environmental Program Manager

......./ 7" " - .
Date

Prepared by: Melissa Escaron
Staff Environmental Scientist

Date Sent: January 14, 2015
Revision Sent: March 17,2015
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vblriji $ & f anu>3,z> IUP- ZDid- 0384t3
STATE OF CALIFORNIA Ljfc Oor-usLS

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFELÿdn.7ÿ peHÿ
NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

Complete EACH field, unless otherwise indicated, following the enclosed instructions and submit ALL required
enclosures. Attach additional pages, if necessary.

1. APPLICANT PROPOSING PROJECT

Name Joy Lee, Project Manager
Business/Agency California Department of Transportation, District 4 Fish& Wildlife
Street Address 111 Grand Avenue
City, State, Zip Oakland, CA 94623 OCT 1 7 20H
Telephone (510)286-5800 Fax

Email Joy.Lee@dot.ca.gov

2. CONTACT PERSON (Complete only if different from applicant )

Name Frances Malamud-Roam
Street Address 111 Grand Avenue
City, State, Zip Oakland, CA 94623
Telephone (510)286-5376 Fax (510) 286-6374
Email frances.malamud-roam@dot.ca.gov

3. PROPERTY OWNER (Complete only if different from applicant)

Name Not Applicable
Street Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone Fax

Email

4. PROJECT NAME AND AGREEMENT TERM

A. Project Name Marin 101 Barrier Upgrade Project

B. Agreement Term Requested EQ Regular (5 years or less)

□ Long-term (greater than 5 years)

C. Project Term D. Seasonal Work Period E. Number of Work Days

Beginning (year) Ending (year) Start Date (month/day) End Date (month/day)

2015 2015 June 15 October 15 90
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NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

5. AGREEMENT TYPE

Check the applicable box. If box B, C, D, or E is checked, complete the specified attachment.

A. Yl Standard (Most construction projects, excluding the categories listed below)

B. □ Gravel/Sand/Rock Extraction (Attachment A) Mine I.D. Number:

C. □ Timber Harvesting (Attachment B) THP Number:

D. □Water Diversion/Extraction/Impoundment (Attachment C) SWRCB Number:

E. □ Routine Maintenance (Attachment D)

F. □ CDFW Fisheries Restoration Grant Program (FRGP) FRGP Contract Number

G. □ Master

H. □ Master Timber Harvesting

6. FEES

Please see the current fee schedule to determine the appropriate notification fee. Itemize each project’s estimated cost
and corresponding fee. Note: The Department may not process this notification until the correct fee has been received.

A. Project B. Project Cost C. Project Fee

1 Rail replacement on Gallinas Creek Bridge (27-0006) at PM 13.99 $400,000 $2,763.25
2

3

4

5
D. Base Fee
(if applicable) N/A
E. TOTAL FEE

ENCLOSED $2,763.25
7. PRIOR NOTIFICATION OR ORDER

A. Has a notification previously been submitted to, or a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement previously been issued
by, the Department for the project described in this notification?

□ Yes (Provide the information below) Tl No

Applicant: Notification Number: Date:

B. Is this notification being submitted in response to an order, notice, or other directive (“order”) by a court or
administrative agency (including the Department)?

(3 No □ Yes (Enclose a copy of the order, notice, or other directive. If the directive is not in writing, identify the
person who directed the applicant to submit this notification and the agency he or she represents, and
describe the circumstances relating to the order. )

□Continued on additional page(s)
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NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

8. PROJECT LOCATION

A. Address or description of project location.
( Include a map that marks the location of the project with a reference to the nearest city or town, and provide driving
directions from a major road or highway)

The project is located at six sites on State Route (SR) 101 in Marin County, only one of which includes
work within jurisdictional waters. Figure 1 (all figures are provided at the end of the application) shows
the locations of the project areas.

North Branch Gallinas Creek Bridge (27-0006) in San Rafael at post mile (PM) 13.99 is the site that
includes work within jurisdictional waters. Therefore, the location information in the below boxes
pertains to this site. For information on the other sites, see the Project Description in Attachment 1.

Driving directions: From San Francisco, take SR 101 north for approximately 18 miles. The work area is
on both sides of SR 101, just north of the Manuel T Freitas Pkwy exit.

□ Continued on additional page(s)

B. River, stream, or lake affected by the project. Gallinas Creek (see Figure 2)
C. What water body is the river, stream, or lake tributary to? San Pablo Bay
D. Is the river or stream segment affected by the project listed in the

state or federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Acts? □ Yes No □ Unknown

E. County Marin
F. USGS 7.5 Minute Quad Map Name G. Township H. Range Section J. 14 Section

Novato 02 North 06 West 17

□ Continued on additional page(s)

K. Meridian ( check one) □ Humboldt 11\ Mt. Diablo □ San Bernardino

L. Assessor’s Parcel Number(s)

Project work will be within Caltrans' right-of-way, which is excluded from parcel data.
□ Continued on additional page(s)

M. Coordinates (If available, provide at least latitude/longitude or UTM coordinates and check appropriate boxes)

Latitude/Longitude

Latitude: 38° 00' 39.80" N Longitude:122° 32' 31.40" W

03 Degrees/Minutes/Seconds □ Decimal Degrees □ Decimal Minutes

UTM Easting: Northing: □ Zone 10 □ Zone 11

Datum used for Latitude/Longitude or UTM □ NAD 27 £5 NAD 83 or WGS 84
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NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

9. PROJECT CATEGORY AND WORK TYPE (Check each box that applies)_
irnTniTrnniw NEW REPLACE REPAIR/MAINTAINnnn CPT PATPCORV

CONSTRUCTION EXISTING STRUCTURE EXISTING STRUCTURE

Bank stabilization - bioengineering/recontouring C L
Bank stabilization - rip-rap/retaining wall/gabion r r
Boat dock/pier

Boat ramp L l
Bridge L □ IZ
Channel clearing/vegetation management □ c □
Culvert c c c
Debris basin c c c
Dam □ □ c
Diversion structure - weir or pump intake c □ □
Filling of wetland, river, stream, or lake □ □ □
Geotechnical survey □ □ □
Habitat enhancement - revegetation/mitigation □ □ □
Levee □ i□ I□
Low water crossing □ i□ l□
Road/trail □ i□ I□
Sediment removal - pond, stream, or marina □ i□ I2
Storm drain outfall structure |□ i□ I□
Temporary stream crossing |□ i□ [□
Utility crossing : Horizontal Directional Drilling □ i□ [□

Jack/bore [□ [□ [□
Open trench [□ t□ [2

Other (specify): £n __ i2 _ i2
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NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

10. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A. Describe the project in detail. Photographs of the project location and immediate surrounding area should be included.
- Include any structures (e.g., rip-rap, culverts, or channel clearing) that will be placed, built, or completed in or near

the stream, river, or lake.
- Specify the type and volume of materials that will be used.
- If water will be diverted or drafted, specify the purpose or use.
Enclose diagrams, drawings, plans, and/or maps that provide all of the following: site specific construction details; the
dimensions of each structure and/or extent of each activity in the bed, channel, bank or floodplain; an overview of the
entire project area (i.e,, "bird’s-eye view”) showing the location of each structure and/or activity, significant area
features, and where the equipment/machinery will enter and exit the project area.

Caltrans proposes to replace the existing bridge railings at six locations, including the location at
Gallinas Creek, with new bridge railings that meet modern safety standards. The upgraded bridge
rails will widen the traveled way slightly and require Asphalt Concrete (AC) overlay to fill in the gap.

A concrete barrier slab will be constructed on top of the existing SR 101/Gallinas Creek Bridge. The
work will be done mostly from the bridge deck; however, access to the creek is necessary to construct
the formwork that will overhang the existing structure.
Because of limited vertical clearance underneath the bridge, some of the silt that accumulated in the

concrete-lined channel of the creek might have to be removed to install formwork. If silt removal is
necessary, the total anticipated volume will not exceed 240 cubic feet. The area will be accessed on
foot for the use of hand tools. Work will include personnel going underneath the bridge to drill holes
through the wall to attach reinforcing steel bars; the steel bars will be bonded to the existing concrete
with cement grout. The formwork will then be assembled, rebar will be placed, and concrete will be
poured into the formwork. Once the concrete has cured, the formwork will be removed.
Temporary wetland protection mats will be laid down on the creek bed to minimize the creek bed

disturbance. The mats will be put in place for use by construction workers accessing the creek bed to
construct the formwork for the overhang. The dimensions and location of the area that will be covered
by the mats will be the area described above for work in the creek bed. The mats will be made of
high-density polyethylene and be a minimum of 4 feet wide, 8 feet long and Vz inch thick. They will
have a minimum load-bearing capacity of 60 tons or greater.

See: Attachment 1 - Project Description (Description of Overall Project);
Attachment 2 - Design Plans;
Attachment 3 - Representative Photographs

El Continued on additional page(s)

B. Specify the equipment and machinery that will be used to complete the project.

asphalt paver, asphalt roller, concrete pump, dump trucks, flatbed trucks, jackhammer, ready mix
trucks, saw cutter, and tracked drilling equipment

□ Continued on additional page(s)

C. Will water be present during the proposed work period (specified in box 4.D) in
the stream, river, or lake (specified in box 8.B). E5 Yes □ No (Skip to box 11)

D. Will the proposed project require work in the wetted portion
of the channel?

El Yes (Enclose a plan to divert water around work site)

□ No
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NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

11. PROJECT IMPACTS

A. Describe impacts to the bed, channel, and bank of the river, stream, or lake, and the associated riparian habitat.
Specify the dimensions of the modifications ill tength (linear feet) and area (square feet or acres) and the type and
volume of material (cubic yards) that will be moved, displaced, or otherwise disturbed, if applicable.

The temporary impact to the creek will be limited to an area of 5 feet on either side of the drip line of
the bridge. A total of 0.0124 acre (10 linear feet) of concrete lined bed and bank, will be temporarily
disturbed (see Figure 3). Approximately 240 cubic feet of silt may be removed from the channel. The
wetland vegetation east of the bridge will not be disturbed.

□ Continued on additional page(s)

B. Will the project affect any vegetation? □ Yes (Complete the tables below) E No

Vegetation Type Temporary Impact Permanent Impact

Not Applicable Linear feet: .

Total area:
Linear feet:
Total area:

Linear feet: ,

Total area:
Linear feet:
Total area:

Tree Species Number of Trees to be Removed Trunk Diameter (range)

Not Applicable

□ Continued on additional page(s)

C. Are any special status animal or plant species, or habitat that could support such species, known to be present on or
near the project site?

El Yes (List each species and/or describe the habitat below) □ No □ Unknown

North American green sturgeon, coho salmon- central California coast ESU, Central California Coast
steelhead. See Attachment 4 . . .z\ Continued on additional page(s)

D. Identify the source(s) of information that supports a “yes” or “no" answer above in Box 11.C.

NMFS programmatic Biological Opinion-Attachment 5 & Biological Evaluation Memo-Attachment 6__
'

_□Continued on additional page(s)

E. Has a biological study been completed for the project site?

El Yes (Enclose the biological study) □No

Note: A biological assessment or study may be required to evaluate potential project impacts on biological resources.
F. Has a hydrological study been completed for the project or project site?_

□ Yes (Enclose the hydrological study) E No

Note: A hydrological study or other information on site hydraulics (e.g., flows, channel characteristics, and/or flood
recurrence intervals) may be required to evaluate potential project impacts on hydrology.
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NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

12. MEASURES TO PROTECT FISH, WILDIFE, AND PLANT RESOURCES

A. Describe the techniques that will be used to prevent sediment from entering watercourses during and after construction.

See Erosion Control BMPs in Attachment 7

H Continued on additional page(s)

B. Describe project avoidance and/or minimization measures to protect fish, wildlife, and plant resources.

Temporary platforms will be constructed to catch concrete debris resulting from removal of existing
structure.

See Attachment 7 for BMPs

S Continued on additional page(s)

C. Describe any project mitigation and/or compensation measures to protect fish, wildlife, and plant resources.

Because only minimal and temporary impacts (removal of silt by hand tools outside of wetland area)
are anticipated, no mitigation is proposed. Adherence to Caltrans BMPs and avoidance and
minimization measures is expected to be sufficient to protect the limited biological resources that
occur in the vicinity of the project locations.

□ Continued on additional page(s)

13. PERMITS

List any local, state, and federal permits required for the project and check the corresponding box(es). Enclose a copy of
each permit that has been issued.

A NMFS Programmatic Biological Opinion □ Applied 2] Issued

B BCDC Non-Material Amendment to a Major Permit E3 Applied □ Issued

c RWQCB Water Quality Certification l*5 Applied □ Issued

D. Unknown whether □ local, □ state, or □ federal permit is needed for the project. ( Check each box that applies)

□ Continued on additional page(s)
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NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

14. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

A. Has a draft or final document been prepared for the project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA), California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and/or federal Endangered
Species Act (ESA)?

55 Yes (Check the box for each CEQA, NEPA, CESA, and ESA document that has been prepared and enclose a copy of each)

□ No (Check the box for each CEQA, NEPA, CESA, and ESA document listed below that will be or is being prepared)

□Notice of Exemption

□ Initial Study

□ Negative Declaration

□ THP/ NTMP

□ Mitigated Negative Declaration

□ Environmental Impact Report

□ Notice of Determination (Enclose)

□ Mitigation, Monitoring, Reporting Plan

(?) NEPA document (type): Categorical Exclusion

l3 CESA document (type): Categorical Exemption

El ESA document (type): Program Biological Opinion

B. Siate Clearinghouse Number (if applicable) N/A
C. Has a CEQA lead agency been determined? El Yes (Complete boxes D, E, and F) □ No (Skip to box 14.G)

D. CEQA Lead Agency Caltrans
E. Contact Person Oliver Iberien F. Telephone Number (510) 622-0803
G. If the project described in this notification is part of a larger project or plan, briefly describe that larger project or plan.

Not Applicable

□ Continued on additional page(s)

H. Has an environmental filing fee (Fish and Game Code section 711.4) been paid?

□ Yes (Enclose proof of payment) No (Briefly explain below the reason a filing fee has not been paid)

The check for the filing fee will be provided at a later date.

Note: If a filing fee is required, the Department may not finalize a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement until the filing fee
is paid.

15. SITE INSPECTION

Check one box only.

□ In the event the Department determines that a site inspection is necessary, I hereby authorize a Department
representative to enter the property where the project described in this notification will take place at any
reasonable time, and hereby certify that I am authorized to grant the Department such entry.

E5 I request the Department to first contact (insert name) Frances Maiamud-Roam

at (insert telephone number) (5io) 286-5376 to schedule a date and time
to enter the property where the project described in this notification will take place. I understand that this may
delay the Department’s determination as to whether a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement is required and/or
the Department’s issuance of a draft agreement pursuant to this notification.
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NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION

16. DIGITAL FORMAT

Is any of the information included as part of the notification available in digital format (i.e., CD, DVD, etc.)?

2) Yes (Please enclose the information via digital media with the completed notification form)

□ No

17. SIGNATURE

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge the information in this notification is true and correct and that I am
authorized to sign this notification as, or on behalf of, the applicant. I understand that if any information in this
notification is found to be untrue or incorrect, the Department may suspend processing this notification or suspend or
revoke any draft or final Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement issued pursuant to this notification. I understand
also that if any information in this notification is found to be untrue or incorrect and the project described in this
notification has already begun, I and/or the applicant may be subject to civil or criminal prosecution. I understand
that this notification applies only to the project(s) described herein and that I and/or the applicant may be subject to
civil or criminal prosecution for undertaking any project not described herein unless the Department has been
separately notified of that project in accordance with Fish and Game Code section 1602 or 1611.

3 g t-E?
Print Name
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: Office of Planning and Research From: California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Post Office Box 3044 Bay Delta Region
Sacramento, California 95812-3044 7329 Silverado Trail

Napa, California 94558

Project Title: Bridge Rail Replacement on Gallinas Creek Bridge

Specific Project Location: Route 101, Post Mile 13.99

Project Location - City and County: San Rafael, Marin County

Description of Project: The California Department of Transportation will replace the bridge rails on
the Route 101 bridge over Gallinas Creek. Issuance of a Streambed Alteration Agreement 1600-
2014-0384-3 is pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 1602.

Name of Lead Agency Approving Project: California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Name of Applicant, Person, or Agency Carrying Out Project: Joy Lee, California Department of
Transportation

Applicant Address: 111 Grand Ave, Oakland Ca 94623

Exempt Status - Class and Guidelines Section: Class 01 - Section 15301

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: Maintenance of existing facility

Lead Agency Contact Person: Melissa Escaron, Staff Environmental Scientist, (925) 786-3045

Signature: Date: March 20. 2015
Name: Craig J Weightman, Environmental Program Manager

[x] Signed by Lead Agency Date received for filing at OPR:
[ ] Signed by Applicant
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