December 14, 2012


GUIDANCE FOR SSP 14-11.04 – MINIMAL DISTURBANCE OF MATERIAL CONTAINING HAZARDOUS WASTE CONCENTRATIONS OF AERIALLY DEPOSITED LEAD
BACKGROUND

US EPA allows certain discrete areas of generally dispersed contamination to be considered an individual waste management unit (equivalent to a landfill). These discrete areas are defined as Areas of Contamination or AOCs.  An AOC is equated to a single unit, and therefore movement, consolidation, or in-situ treatment of hazardous waste within the AOC does not create a new point of hazardous waste generation.  For an AOC, contamination must be contiguous but can have various concentrations.  
If the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) agrees that the handling of contaminated soil meets the requirements of US EPA’s AOC policy, contaminated materials may be managed within the AOC without following the hazardous waste requirements of Title 22.  DTSC allows Caltrans to apply the AOC approach to projects that will only cause minimal disturbances of soil containing hazardous waste concentrations of aerially deposited lead.  Minimal or minor disturbances include installing guardrail, fencing, and sign posts, and installing traffic operation systems, performing highway planting and irrigation and minor clearing and grubbing, constructing shoulder backing, pavement and trenches for electrical, planting, or irrigation systems. All soil disturbed must remain in the immediate area of disturbance and not be transported elsewhere.  Health and safety precautions and dust control for hazardous waste must be implemented 
USAGE

Use SSP 14-11.04 if the project includes minimal disturbance of soil with hazardous waste concentrations of aerially deposited lead.  A minimal disturbance only occurs when there is no excavation and no soil will be removed from the project or wasted in areas other than the immediate area of disturbance.  The purpose of 14-11.04 is to require a lead compliance plan and strict soil reuse and dust control measures when the AOC policy is being applied to minor disturbances of hazardous waste concentrations of aerially deposited lead.

Do not use 14-11.04 for highway planting and irrigation activities that require excavation for construction of a maintenance vehicle pullout, gore paving, or a rock blanket.  Use SSP 14-11.03 "Material Containing Hazardous Waste Concentrations of Aerially Deposited Lead" on projects or for project areas with major soil disturbance of material containing aerially deposited lead at hazardous waste concentrations, such as roadway excavation, including stockpiling, transporting, or disposing of material contaminated with aerially deposited lead at California hazardous waste levels.  The Design Engineer must consult with the district hazardous waste technical specialist who will determine if this SSP is appropriate and will provide lead concentrations to complete the SSP.
BID ITEMS
Use the following bid item with SSP 14-11.04:

070030 - Lead Compliance Plan: This bid item is always used with 14-11.04.  The actual text containing the requirements for the lead compliance plan is found in the Standard Specifications in Section 7-1.02K(6)(j)(ii).  Note that just one lead compliance plan that addresses all types of lead exposures on the project is to be prepared, so this is paid as a lump sum.  This reduces unnecessary costs and duplicative efforts.  The precautions taken in the lead compliance plan will protect workers from any possible concerns resulting from the presence of chrome and zinc and as a result separate plans are not required for these metals.
No other bid items are added with this specification.  Payment for all other equipment and work is included in the prices paid for the work causing the soil to be disturbed and no additional bid items are needed.
EDITING

Paragraph 4 

Paragraph 4 provides information about the concentration of lead in the areas of minimal disturbance.  This information is provided so that the CIH can prepare the lead compliance plan.  In the blanks provided, insert the range and average concentration of total lead.  The 90% Upper Confidence Limit is used for the average lead concentration.  Contact your district hazardous waste technical specialist to obtain this data.
Paragraph 5
Paragraph 5 describes the areas that SSP 14-11.04 will apply to.  Fill in descriptions of the areas where the minimal disturbances will occur. To describe areas of minimal disturbance use postmiles, stations, or identify by activity. For example "Sign post installation location."  Add additional lines as needed.
Paragraphs 6
Fill in the region number and name of the RWQCB that has jurisdiction in the project area.
