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Public Hearing
Draft Environmental Assessment /

Environmental Impact Report 

Claremont Middle School – June 15, 2006



Public Hearing Purpose

• To provide the public with 
an opportunity  to learn 
more about the project

• To receive input on the 
Draft Environmental 
Assessment /
Environmental Impact 
Report (Draft EA/EIR)



How to Participate

• Information about the project
- http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/caldecott/

• Public hearings
– June 7, 2006: Orinda Community Center, Orinda
– June 15, 2006:Claremont Middle School, Oakland

• Submit written comments to:
- Gregory C. McConnell, Senior Environmental Planner

Attention: Sheryl Dorado, Caltrans District 4, Environmental Analysis
Mail Station 8B, P.O. Box 23660
Oakland, CA 94623-0660

- Caldecott_Public_Comments@dot.ca.gov
- Comments must be received by 5:00 PM on July, 12, 2006



Project Overview



Project Location

Project Area



Existing Conditions

• Bore No. 1 serves 
eastbound traffic only

• Bore No. 2 serves 
westbound or eastbound 
traffic depending on 
demand

• Bore No. 3 serves 
westbound traffic only



Proposed Project   

• Bores No. 1 and No. 2 will 
serve eastbound traffic 
exclusively

• Bores No. 3 and No. 4 will 
serve westbound traffic 
exclusively



The Need

• Existing congestion in the peak and non-peak directions

• Traffic is forecast to increase significantly

• Congestion in non-peak direction will grow faster than in 
the peak direction

• Daily reversals and lane merges contribute to accidents 
and congestion



Project Benefits

• Relieve congestion in non-peak 
direction

• Eliminate daily lane reversals

• Enhance safety

• Provide additional capacity 
during emergency

• Comply with Regional Measures



No Build Alternative

• Existing condition with no project-related activities
• No improvements to Route 24 to relieve congestion



2-Lane Alternative

• 2 lanes
• Shoulders on each side of the tunnel
• Emergency walkway 



3-Lane Alternative

• 3 lanes
• Shoulders on each side of the tunnel
• Emergency walkway



Other Elements

• Emergency cross passages
• Replace Operations/Maintenance building
• Alameda

– Noise barriers  
– Improvements to Routes 24/ 13 connector
– Improvements to Route 24/ Caldecott Lane interchange
– Improvements to Caldecott Lane/Kay Street  intersection
– Improvements to eastbound Route 24

• Contra Costa
– Ramp re-alignment at Fish Ranch Road



Existing Condition: West Portal



Proposed 2-Lane Tunnel: West Portal



Proposed 3-Lane Tunnel: West Portal



Existing Condition: East Portal



Proposed 2-Lane Tunnel: East Portal



Proposed 3-Lane Tunnel: East Portal 



Funding & Cost  

• Available funding (future $): $245M 

• 2-Lane Alternative (future $)
– $350 – $390M
– Shortfall: $105-$145M  

• 3-Lane Alternative (future $)
– $425 – $480M
– Shortfall: $ 180M-$235M



Schedule



Environmental Overview



Environmental Process



Agency Involvement

Lead Agencies:
• California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Cooperating Agencies: 
• Contra Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA)
• Alameda County Congestion Management Agency 

(ACCMA) 



Community Involvement

• Public Meetings  
– Scoping Meetings - December 2002/January 2003

• 300 comments
– Public Meetings  - June 2005

• 85 comments

• Stakeholder Meetings

• Public Hearings



Technical Studies

• Air Quality
• Construction Phase
• Cultural Resources
• Geology/Seismology
• Growth Inducement/ 

Community Impact
• Hazardous Waste
• Hydrology

• Natural Environment
• Noise
• Paleontology
• Right of Way
• Traffic/Forecasting 
• Visual/Aesthetics
• Water Quality



Environmental Findings



Mitigation/Abatement Measures



• No significant impacts that can not be mitigated

• Mitigation/abatement measures
– Visual 
– Noise
– Biological
– Construction phase

Summary



Construction Overview



Review of Existing Information



Geologic Section



Excavation Sequence

• Sequential 
Excavation Method 
(SEM or NATM)

• Excavation & 
support in stages 
(drifts) 

• Tunnel construction 
from both ends 
(portals) 



Tunnel Construction

Tunnel 
excavation by 
roadheader



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Tunnel Construction



Public  Hearing Protocol



Public Comment

• Please submit a speaker card if you wish to speak
• Moderator will call speakers
• Speakers will have 3 minutes to present comments

– Yellow card – 30 seconds remaining 
– Red card – speaking time is over

• Panel may respond to questions, if appropriate



Public Comment

• Time slots will not be traded or yielded
• Please, no interruptions of speaker, side 

conversations, applause, etc.
• Please, turn-off cell phones or beepers

• Thank you for your cooperation


